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Current Concepts in the Diagnosis and
Treatment of the Intra-abdominal
Cancers. Ed. R. J. COHEN, J. R. CASTRO
and M. S. KRIER (1975). London: H. K.
Lewis & Co. Ltd. Pp. 276. Illus. Price
£8.25.
This book contains all but one of the
twelve papers presented at the San Francisco
Cancer Symposium in 1974.
The subject is a good choice providing
as it does, a meeting ground for a wide range
of experts. The symposium offers particular
stimulus and help for the practising clinician.
Papers on diagnostic procedures and on
subjects such as carcino-embryonic antigen
will bring the non-specialist reader up-to-
date and the papers on treatment are
diverse and stimulating. The contribution
by J. McL. Morris on surgery in gynaecologic
(sic) cancer is outstanding. Three lively
panel discussions are included.
The book has been published very
promptly so that minor errors (e.g. Figs. 1
and 2 on pages 180 and 181 appear to be
the same) can be excused.
Surgeons, radiotherapists and medical
oncologists should find a few hours of profit-
able reading in this work.
I. D. H. TODD
The Biological Activity of Thymic Hor-
mones. Ed. D. W. van Bekkum (1975).
Rotterdam, The Netherlands: Kooyker
Scientific Publications. Pp. 271. Price
£14.00.
This is the record of the International
Symposium on the Biological Activity of
Thymic Hormones organized by Professor
D. W. van Bekkum and Dr A. M. Kruisbeck,
and held at Rijswijk, The Netherlands in
November 1974. It was a scientific meeting
of unusual interest, as the participants not
only reported and discussed their latest
findings, but also collaborated in experiments
to compare the properties of three thymic
factors prepared by distinct procedures in
the laboratories of Professors N. Trainin,
J. F. Bach and A. L. Goldstein. The
expertise of the assembled research teams
provided a battery of techniques for the
bioassay of these factors. The record of
the symposium, therefore, contains new
information which has not been published
elsewhere.
There was certainly a need to try to
define the nature and activity of thymic
factors more precisely than hitherto. In
the past decade, a number of products
extracted from thymus, ranging in molecular
weight from 500 to 70,000, have been found
to affect various immunological parameters,
but it is not clear whether these preparations
contain the same factor in different states
of association, or if there are actually several
distinct hormones with similar biological
effects. Though the workshop and sympo-
sium do not give a definitive answer to this
question, the data presented certainly do
provide a firm basis for further investigation.
On balance, the evidence seems to be against
a single hormone species.
A considerable amount of experimental
detail is given, which is desirable, since thy-
mus hormones are defined operationally.
Nevertheless, new concepts emerging from
this work are not buried in experimental de-
tail. Very sensibly, a full description of the
methods of bioassay is given in a 50-page
section at the end of the book. This tech-
nical section will be useful to all wAho have
a practical interest in the field.
In addition to papers concerned with
thymic factors prepared by the Trainin,
Bach and Goldstein groups, the symposium
included valuable contributions on T-cell
differentiation, the characterization of T-cell
sub-classes and T-cell migration. The partial
recovery of immune responses after adminis-
tration of thymic extracts to patients
suffering from chronic lymphocytic leuk-
aemia and non-malignant hypogammaglo-
bulinaemia is also reported. The papers are
clearly presented, and the subject matter
is comprehensible without an extensive
background in immunology. In fact, the
book would serve as a useful starting point
for anyone beginning research on thymic
factors, since it is an up-to-date summaryBOOK REVIEWS 479
of present knowledge and a good source of
references.
There are clear indications that the
subject of thymic hormones is going to be
of major importance in the next few years
as the growing understanding of their range
of influence on the immune system promises
new approaches to the therapy of cancer,
immiune disorders and ageing. The contents
of this symposium are therefore of interest
to the majority of research workers in
medicine and biology, irrespective of their
particular specialization.
G. W. BAZILL
Chemotherapy of Cancer Dissemination
and Metastasis. Ed. S. GARATTINI and G.
FRANCHI. (1975). New York: Raven Press.
Price $22.50
This book consists of a series of chapters
written by many well known authorities
concerningf different aspects of cancer dis-
semination and metastasis. The individual
chapters are relatively short and most are
eminently readable and instructive. The
topics covered are ofimmense importance yet
are frequently insufficiently dealt with in
other texts in oncology. Many techniques
are discussed concerning the study of
mechanisms involved in cancer dissemination
such as cell adhesion and the electron
microscopic properties of the cell surface by
L. Weiss, the influence ofcell surface changes
on the development of metastases and the
role of coagulation and platelet function.
Several 3-dimensional tissue culture tech-
niques such as growth in the chorioallantoic
membrane by Easty and Easty, reaggregated
mixed populations of normal and malignant
cells by Schleich, are described, which in-
vestigate invasiveness, and similar techniques
provide tools forinvestigating drug sensitivity
described inlater chapters. There are several
chapters concerning the role of polyanions,
polycations and surfactants in tumour
growth and dissemination. Goldin provides
an excellent chapter on the role and advant-
ages of chemotherapy in situations of low
tumour mass. Several further chapters are
provided concerning host-tumour relation-
ships, Yamaura and Sato have a useful
chapter concerning angiogenesis in tumours
and there are sections by Alexander and his
colleagues and Baldwin on several aspects of
non-specific immune mechanisms active
against tumours.
I felt the article on breast cancer histology
in relation to prognosis was somewhat out of
place in this book. This is a controversial
field and was not helped by this chapter
which relates type I, II and III changes with
prognosis but fails to define the typing
features except by reference. On the whole
the book is well constructed although I think
the order of some of the chapters could have
been better. The general article by Franks,
for example, could have come earlier in the
book.
These minor criticisms do not detract
from the value ofthis excellent book. It will
provide interesting and informative reading
for those studying the cell biology oftumours
and for those interested in developing new
ways of preventing or treating tumour
dissemination in the clinical field.
D. CROWTHER